Luke 10:1-20
Imagine a little bit of the future inserted into our lives now.  You recall the popular movie series Back To The Future, the first of which is about teenager Marty McFly and his eccentric friend Doc Brown who travel in time back thirty years – they become a bit of the future inserted into the lives of Marty’s family – thirty years earlier.  If you recall that first movie, Marty gets in a pickle because he somehow interrupts the romance between his father and mother back when they were teenagers – and he realizes that he has changed things -- if they don’t stay together, of course, his existence would end.  Marty is from the future, and has inserted himself in the past – and it changes everything.

Imagine a bit of the future -- God’s future – inserted into our lives now.  Well, you don’t need to imagine – this already happened.  Ever think about what it meant to the world when God became human and broke into our history?  This is like a bit of God’s future power breaking into our human existence.  We may not want to think of the presence of Jesus as only a futuristic happening – it certainly was – we know from the Gospels that Jesus came to bring us the gift of eternal life – that’s a bit of the future captured and preserved for us now.  But the presence of Jesus is also about God’s power – a supernatural power -- breaking into our lives.  
Sure, Jesus didn’t come from heaven in a supercharged DeLorean time machine, but he broke into our world with the fierceness and transforming power of a tiny infant, born to an unmarried peasant woman in a barn.  He inserted himself into our present lives, in a most surprising way, and he changed everything.  
From that moment, everything was different.  This is what Jesus did.  Through the life and work of Jesus Christ, God’s other-worldly kingdom-power broke into our human existence.  And this has a transforming effect on all of us – and through all of us -- who claim to follow this Jesus.  In fact New Testament theologian George Eldon Ladd described it precisely that way – Because we are people of Jesus, Christians – the New Testament Church – we are the Presence of the Future.  

What does that mean – to be the presence of the future?  Well, another way of looking at it is to think of ourselves as Kingdom people.  And so, just like the 72 Jesus sent out, we, too, can announce – everywhere we go – the Kingdom of God has come to you.  This morning, we sent out our ASP team – and wherever they go – the Kingdom of God will be there.  Imagine that!
Well, you might be wondering – that’s a bit arrogant, isn’t it?  To proclaim, everywhere I go that the Kingdom of God is here.  Sure – it is a very confident thing to claim – but remember, you are not the presence of the Kingdom alone – only as a church – the body of Christ is the presence of the Kingdom.  Jesus sent out the 72 in pairs for a reason.  No one of us is the presence of the Kingdom, only when we go out together.  
And we must also remember that the entire power of the Kingdom is not yet available.  Gordon Fee says it this way – we the people of Jesus live in the age of “the already, but the not yet.”  The present power of the Kingdom of God is already here and available, but – not completely – so the full Kingdom is “not yet.” 
But the most important thing to remember is that it’s not your power we’re talking about, is it?  It’s not my power – this is God’s power through us.  So, it’s not arrogant to say that we – the Church – are the present power of the Kingdom of God.  That’s not arrogant – that’s confidence in God’s power!

But do we really believe this?  You read the text – about those wolves and all -- some of us are saying – I don’t want it to be true.  I don’t want to be sent out to bring Kingdom power to the world – it’s dangerous out there, they might hurt us – like wolves pouncing on a lamb.  And worse, if we go out there into the community proclaiming the power and authority of God’s Kingdom, why, they might make fun of me, or worse, they might ignore me.  

So, I can understand that we might not want to believe it’s true.  But if we’re going to learn from this important Gospel lesson, we need to acknowledge and embrace that when we are sent out, we go with the power and authority of the Kingdom of God.  And this changes everything – just as if everywhere we go we bring the presence of the future.  And that’s exactly why – when the 72 did go with such authority – Luke tells us that even demons submit.  That’s exactly why Jesus saw Satan himself fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.

Consider this.  I don’t know about you, but quite a few Christians I know live as though Jesus never broke into our lives.  Sure, you believe all the right things, but you live as if Satan still has power over you.  And that’s a little too convenient.  Either we’re too quick to pull out the Flip Wilson excuse for every mistake we make, you know, the blame game – “the devil made me do it”, or we’re too afraid to go where we need to go in order to follow Jesus.  

What we must remember is this – what really matters – the exciting news -- is that everywhere we go together, Satan is running away – because Satan has no power over the Kingdom of Jesus.  Imagine that.  And Luke recorded this event occurring before the crucifixion and resurrection – so the simple presence of Jesus on earth changes everything.  Certainly the living presence of the crucified and risen Jesus in today’s church – changes everything even more.  And it should, and it will.  Remember, just like Marty McFly, we – the Church of the risen Jesus – we are a bit of God’s future inserted into the lives of everyone around us.  And it changes everything.  It should change everything.
And we should expect such power.  Now, I’m not quite sure how we will see that power – I don’t quite know how the present power of the Kingdom will manifest. But I do know what Jesus promised – he promised that we will do greater miracles than even he did.  If we would have such faith.  
Sure, we might see the amazing power of the Kingdom like a flash of light – you know, those miracles we all hope for -- bright and amazing and immediate miracles.  But more often, the amazing power of the Kingdom is slow and gentle and persistent – like the nursery magic in Margory Williams’ Velveteen Rabbit – where our persistent, relentless love for each other slowly transforms us into what God wants us to be.  Perhaps the most powerful miracle we could ever see is the gentle transformation that occurs when we are loved unconditionally by God’s Kingdom people - the Church.  Imagine that.
So, here’s the good news.  The power of God’s eternal Kingdom is here, now, present -- in and through you and me.  And God’s present power transforms everything it touches – because that’s what God’s love does – it changes lives.  That’s an amazing miracle – and every time we are sent out to love someone in the community – we see a flashback, a re-run – of Satan falling, withering, like the broken, defeated demon he is.  

And so, what is our prayer this morning?  Perhaps we begin with this prayer -- that all of us first trust -- that as followers of Jesus, together, we are the presence of the Kingdom of God in today’s world.  Ask God for such faith.  
And perhaps we pray as well that we stick together a bit more – because only together can we be that church – only together can we be the presence of the future.  And with that kind of confidence – not confidence in our own power – but confidence – faith -- in God’s power – yes, we, too, will see Satan falling, and even demons will submit.  Imagine that.  
But better yet, even more amazing, when we are that kind of church – when we are the present power of the kingdom -- we will see -- more and more of the community around us will be transformed by our persistent, relentless love.  Now, imagine that.                    
The Lord be with you.
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