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Psalm 146; Mark 12:28-34

I’ll tell you how to vote on Tuesday.  We could solve all this mess and save all kinds of money and time, if we assign one person to make the decisions, one person chooses the winner, and tells the rest of us how to vote.  Great idea.  Faster, cheaper, simpler – certainly not as nasty and mean as we’ve seen lately.  One of us will decide.
And, of course, I think it should be me.  Because, I like me.  I agree with me.  I like my choices.  And I’m right, of course.  So, I’ll tell you how to vote on Tuesday
But there’s one problem with this plan for the election.  You.  You’re the problem.  Especially if you don’t like me, or if you don’t like my choices.  And maybe more than a few of you don’t like my choices – and then we’d have a big problem.  But, if we agree that you will tell the rest of us how to vote on Tuesday, well, we still have this problem.  Because, believe it or not, go figure, not everyone likes your choices either.   

And so we can do a kind of compromise plan.  I’ll tell my people how to vote, and you tell your people how to vote, and on Tuesday we’ll see who has more.  Which is kind of like the way we do elections today.  But secretly, we still might say, what a shame.  What a waste of money and time, and dignity.  After all, we know I’m right and you’re wrong.  So, let’s stop pretending and let me decide.  Sooner or later your people will come to their senses and realize you’re wrong and I’m right.  Or, I suppose, the opposite could happen – as absurd as it might seem, one might imagine in a crazy world that my people will become convinced I’m wrong, and you’re right?  Which is also a bit like the way we do elections – with all the pulling and tugging, coercing and cajoling, wooing and blaming to convince others that I am right and you are wrong.  

We use various methods to win in this election game.  Sometimes we blame the other guy.  He’s the reason we have problems in our country.  He’s to blame for all that is wrong with us.  Or she is associated with all of those people who are the problem. They are the problem, we are the solution.  
Sometimes we demonize the one who does not agree with us.  This is a fancy word for name-calling – and it helps us avoid the real issues.  Name-calling is a strange habit for educated adults, and it takes on a sophisticated form during an election season – when we hear candidates from both sides resorting in their desperation to sand-box style name calling.  Don’t agree with him, because he’s one of those … you fill in the blanks.  We’ve been doing that for years.  Don’t agree with her, because she’s a …her!  A woman!  One of those women!  Don’t agree with him, because he’s a … Catholic, or black, or a Yankee.  I’d like to think that we are better than that, that we are not so blunt regarding personal characteristics – although I heard that one candidate a few years ago had publicly claimed that his opponent was too ugly to vote for.  Don’t vote for him, he’s ugly!  So, sometimes we do resort to name-calling in order to demonize and label those with whom we do not agree.  All to help us avoid talking about the real issues of our lives.                 
But I can help.  Just let me tell you how to vote – because – again – pay attention -- I am right.  I know the truth.  And you are wrong, and you do not know the truth.  So, let me tell you how to vote.   
Sometimes it’s not about blaming, or demonizing, but about oversimplification.  Have you noticed this?  We might be tempted to say, for example, this election is all about God, and God’s values.  We must fight for God!  And, of course, the assumption is that God is on our side, not theirs.  God prefers us, not them.  Sometimes our oversimplification boils the complicated issues in our policy debates down to only two sides – as if there are only two options to discuss for every problem we face.  And if we reduce everything to two sides, two choices, then there is the good choice, and the bad choice.  And of course, I stand for the good choice.  You stand for the bad choice.  When we reduce every issue to an oversimplified duality, we force ourselves to take sides, in clear opposition – and this leaves us with a meaningless, bland pair of opposing choices, neither very satisfying, successfully avoiding the more complicated truth in the middle.
And so – c’mon – wouldn’t it be easier if I just tell you how to vote on Tuesday?  That way we don’t have to think hard about tough issues – and we can avoid the complicated, murky middle that every real debate needs to face – and if you let me tell you how to vote, we might even avoid blaming and name-calling.  Right?  
And this goes on and on and on.  A vicious cycle of public conversation and debate, that decays to meaningless, bland, oppositional choices – and forces us to choose sides rather than to think – and the Church, too often, either sits on the sideline and avoids the debate altogether, or we tend to jump into the fray and participate in the simplistic, dualistic blaming and name calling.  And, of course, we have our special religious trump card – if anyone disagrees with us over a complicated issue in our world, we’ll just claim that God is on our side, not on their side.   

Which is exactly why you should let me tell you how to vote – because – of course – God is on my side.  
I trust you can smell the arrogance here, in all its various forms. 
And then I read our two texts for this morning and I wondered if I have been missing something very important, from the beginning.  Be careful here – these passages are not meant to provide a simplistic formula or rule, but they provide a necessary foundation upon which all of our choices are built – a rock solid foundation on which even our most complicated, difficult policy debates must be crafted.  Notice how both passages begin.  God is God.  (Not you).  
God is Creator.  (Not you).  Praise God, not mortal humans.  Remember this first truth.  Never forget that you are not God.  Never forget that our feeble attempts at playing God, or representing God – like a prince – or a senator – or even a president -- will not save us or bring us victory in this world.  And so, be careful what you trust.  
I promised you that I would tell you how to vote on Tuesday.  Are you ready?  Here’s how to vote.  When you vote – vote with humility.  That’s it – that’s how to vote.  Vote with humility – acknowledging that you just might be wrong, or you might not have everything right.  Vote on Tuesday with the awareness that what we do with our political process is only a start.  It is a necessary start – to keep some order to our society.  And compared to most systems -- ours is pretty good.  But no political process, no election – not even your choices – as right as you might feel -- not even my choices on Tuesday as right as I might feel – can replace the power and wisdom of God.  The psalmist tells us: Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.  When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God.  
And Jesus reminds us what we have been told from the very beginning:  Hear this, people of God, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.  
This is about keeping it all in perspective, isn’t it?  Remember, when you enter that voting booth – that you do not know everything, and whoever we elect is only a mortal, with human frailties and limitations.  We are choosing human solutions.  But it is the Lord God, Creator of the Universe who is the one God, the only God who will save us.  
We must remember this.  So we vote with humility.  We vote with humility because we confess – this morning, and when we enter that voting booth – we’ll call it confessional voting -- we confess that our dualistic, simplistic solutions that might satisfy election rhetoric do not satisfy the God who Created us.           
But we have hope – and so we will not give up.  This message is about being humble before God when we cast our vote, not about avoiding the election.  Sure, get involved.  We are called to participate in how we organize ourselves and how we govern ourselves.  Go – be the Church – even on Tuesday.  But don’t pretend to have all the answers or have everything figured out.  Don’t pretend to be the only one who is right.  Even as the Church – as the people of the one God who is perfect in wisdom and complete in truth – we are not saying that we have the truth.  Instead, we are saying only this:  We’re doing our best here.  We’re taking the next step.  And we do it together, because we are called to do this together – even if we disagree.  We don’t know everything, no side knows everything or has it all right.  And we certainly will not elevate our candidates beyond their mortal limitations, as if they have it all right, as if they will rescue us, as if they will save us.  For only God will save us.  And we better not forget.
This is voting with humility.  This is voting with the clear and sure understanding that God alone is our final solution.  God alone is our salvation.  It is when we take our eyes off God, and place too much trust in our human systems, in our human choices and solutions that we run the risk of the kind of arrogance the psalmist warned about, and the kind of arrogance I think Jesus was warning about when he said – the Lord our God is the one, supreme, singular, God in our lives.  Don’t forget – especially on Tuesday.
The Lord be with you.          
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